Personal and psychosocial characteristics associated with psychiatric conditions among women with human immunodeficiency virus.
This study presents information on correlates of mental health and substance abuse problems among women with human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), a particularly vulnerable, poor and minority population. Data are from 847 women in the HIV Cost and Services Utilization Study, a national probability sample of adults with known human immunodeficiency virus infection. Fifty-five percent of women manifested a probable psychiatric condition. Results indicated that increased risk for psychiatric conditions among these women was associated with younger age, having acquired immunodeficiency virus (rather than asymptomatic), using avoidant coping strategies, reporting increased conflict with others, and prior physical abuse, needing income assistance, and putting off going to the doctor because of caring for someone else. Findings suggest we need to address women's need for safety from assaultive partners and that we may need special programs for women burdened with having to care for others.